MINUTES
MEETING OF FENCOTT & MURCOTT PARISH COUNCIL

7.30pm 5th March 2025 Fencott and Murcott Village Hall
1.          Present: Tim Bennett, James Lewis (Chair), Lucy McFarlane, Nick Wyke, Lynne Bustin (clerk)

1 x Member of Public, Gemma Coton (CDC Cllr)
2.
Apologies 

None
3.
Declarations of Interest

NW declared ongoing interest
4. 
Governance


Parish councillor vacancy

5.
Minutes of previous meeting and any matters arising 

Minutes agreed and signed 
6.
Meeting Adjourned

Opportunity for members of public to propose matters for PC consideration. (Max 5 minutes per topic)

MOP requested to join discussion concerning Alice’s Meadow
Meeting Re-convened
District Councillors Report: 

The local planning consultation has closed. 

District Council budget has been set, with council tax increases. Priority has been placed on essential services. 

The reorganisation of local authorities will change strategic authorities (large areas) and unitary authorities. There are several proposed options, possibly involving working with Berkshire and Buckinghamshire.
There will be county council elections in May, however those due in 2026 might be delayed. 

There is a Parish Liaison meeting on the 11th June, councillors prompted to think of questions to raise. 

Councillors discussed Thames Water situation. 

The road conditions in the parish were discussed – there has been an increase in OCC budget for this. Panshill noted as a particularly dangerous stretch of road. Degradation of the roads due in part to the repeated and prolonged flooding of areas. 

Question asked over ownership of the pond adjacent The Splash, could this be improved as a holding water area. 

7.
Finance

Reviewed Finance report, ratify invoices paid and review invoices received. Bank statement seen. 

Insurance quote for renewal – councillors asked for comparatives. 
Reviewed costs for IT solutions: councillor emails and online storage of documents. Currently Onedrive used for document storage, Webador for the website, and Navitas provide ten email addresses for an annual fee. 

Reviewed costs and options for proposed defibrillator. A potential defib cabinet in Fencott requires an electricity supply which is not currently an option. Installing a cabinet that does not have a maintained passive temperature (electric supply) would not be covered by a warrantee and might not work correctly. Battery operated cabinets to be investigated. Clerk to provide the code at the Murcott defibrillator. 
Approved purchase of two brown bin licences for Village Hall. 

Reviewed parish maintenance works:

- White gates now broken at two locations, Clerk to obtain quotes for replacement or other options. 
- Clerk to get quotes for SIDS/VAS. 
- Fencing around the Pound and the gate are rotten and needs replacing. 

- All potholes and issues to be registered on Fix My Street via superuser. 

- Fencott bus stop path has green algae, needs cleaning due to slip hazard 

- The benches at The Splash are rotten and need replacing. 

Reviewed cost/funding available for large screen to be kept at hall 

8.
Parish Business  
Reviewed leaflet for community about Alice’s Meadow – Rearrange to have “Consultation / Asking for Community Views” at the top 
Reviewed options for Alice’s Meadow noticeboard (part of management agreement) – find further donations/funding for this, provide information. 
Chair gave attendees an overview of the interest showed by the Lewis Carroll society, and potential funding from this group. Discussion over potential to raise income from the field – noted that there are thousands of owners so this needs to be carefully considered. 

The field is semi wild, discussion around wild flowers/summer meadow/community orchard. Possible area to sit – be aware of potential litter issues. Discussion about dog walking, increased footfall in the parish, not all dog walkers are considerate. Discussed possibility of linking the field to the footpath that runs along the back through a neighbouring field. 

Review costs for flood signs and barriers – Parish now owns a Village Closed due to flooding sign, to be put up when flooding reaches a predetermined level. Need to liaise with OCC over diversion signs when Islip is shut due to flooding, as previously vehicles routed through the parish -  also flooded. Road barriers need to be weighted with sand/water. Parish Council agreed £200 budget for 4 road barriers to be used alongside village closed signs. 

White gates at Fencott damaged – see finance discussion. 

Footpath no 12 Enquiry 


Ray Valley Flood Forum 

Oxford Greenways Project, Corridor 2 Otmoor Greenway – would this benefit the parish, Clerk to request a meeting. 

Letter from Beckley PC about local government and devolution


9.
Planning 
It was noted that whilst the Parish Council can opt not to comment on planning applications, councillors may do so in a personal capacity. 
New
Solar Farm Appeal 
Awaiting Decision - none

Decisions 

24/03430/Q56 Moorlands Farm, OX5 2RE
Conversion and partial demolition of barns to 8 dwellings with associated curtilages PERMITTED 

10. 
Chair - items not covered on agenda to be carried forwards to next meeting in May 2025. 
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